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juice it proved to contain 53’30 per cent. of nitrogenous
substances in solution, of which exactly a half consisted
of matters (proteids, &c.) precipitated by alcohol, and
the rest of meat extractives, crystalline principles, &c. Of
the matters thus precipitated 1’5 per cent. is pure beef

albumin, which is coagulated also on heating the juice. The
diluted juice, viewed by the spectroscope, shows the spectrum
of hemoglobin very distinctly. The sample was purchased
at the Civil Service Stores, Bedford-street, Strand, by our-
selves. Our opinion of this preparation is therefore un-

altered, and we are satisfied that what was stated in

THE LANCET of Dec. 28th, 1878 - namely, that this

preparation was valuable both as a stimulant and food-
is perfectly true and justified by analysis, and, what is

better, by clinical experience. We challenge poor and
Sanitation to appoint with our approval an analyst of well-
known repute to undertake an independent analysis and
publish it, and place it side by side with the one upon which
is based the remark that the wash of dinner-plates would be
almost as valuable as the meat preparation to which he
alludes. We have not the least doubt that this remark
would not be thereby substantiated. We should not have
referred to the matter at all again but that copies of
this article have been distributed broadcast amongst the
medical profession, to whom it is a matter of vital im-

portance, of course, to know whether, especially in the
treatment of invalids, such preparations may be relied

upon. Apart altogether from chemical analysis our readers
know from the evidence of experience that meat juices
expressed in the cold are of eminent service in the sick and
invalid dietary. To condemn such preparations displays a
woeful and wilful want of knowledge of common physio-
logical requirements. Oddly enough, in an article on
infants’ foods in the same issue of this public analytical
journal" THE LANCET is quoted as affording favourable
testimony to the merits of a certain malted food which, in
the opinion of the editor of Food and Sanitatiom, is ideal and
not open to defects which he finds in numerous others
which are mentioned. 

___

UNSUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE
MEDICAL ACTS.

THE Medical Defence Union, which has done so much
good with very inadequate Medical Acts, has sustained two
reverses at Cardiff which we trust will not be allowed to go
unchallenged. The first was in a case against " Dr." Bridg-
water, M.D. U.S.A. The stipendiary held that as in every
circular put in the defendant was described as "Dr." Bridg-
water, M.D. U.S.A., he could not be held as implying that
he was a registered practitioner in the United Kingdom.
In the opening statement for the prosecution it was said that
in some of the circulars the letters U.S.A. were omitted. If
this were so, why were these circulars not forthcoming ? 7
Apart from this question, the decision of the stipendiary
differs from that in a recent case in London, in which, on
appeal, it was argued that the letters U.S.A. were a proof
that no fraud was intended. But this did not save the

quack Ferdinand from a fine of 20. Clearly the On?lS

probandi should rest with defendants in such cases.

Moreover, it may be pointed out that the letters U.S.A.
have no meaning and in themselves excite suspicion. What
would he thought of the title, M.D. United Kingdom? 7 As

regards the case of the woman, Eliza Foster Macdonogh-
Frickhart, charged with wilfully and falsely pretending to be
a doctor of medicine, the decision of the stipendiary raises
questions of both fact and law. Her counsel argued as if
she was temporarily off the register from a mere change
of address. On the contrary she was charged before
the General Medical Council with endeavouring to obtain

1 See Minutes of General Medical Council, May 22nd, 1894. Vol. xxx.

practice, &c., by unworthy means, &c., and attracting
practice by a system of public advertisements discredit-
able to a registered medical practitioner. After ample
notice she did not answer to her summons. The Council
found that she had committed the o:gence charged
against her, that it was infamous conduct in a pro-
fessional respect, and directed the Registrar to remove

her name from the Register. She remains, we presume,
M.D. of Zurich. The stipendiary thought that once a doctor
always a doctor. But he went further, according to the report
in the 5’oct7a lLiles Dcily Ne7vs, and said : "There is no

suggestion here that there is any attempt to mislead the

public in any way, because the lady is duly qualified." How

can she be qualified when she has been removed from the
Register, and that for infamous conduct? Clearly the
Medical Defence Union must not leave these cases as they
have been left by the decisions of the Cardiff stipendiary.

CHOLERA IN EGYPT FROM A FRENCH POINT
OF VIEW.

WITH reference to the recent occurrence of cholera in

Egypt a writer in Le Temps expresses himself as follows :-&mdash;

Some months since cholera burst forth in the province of
Damietta; ought we to look upon the outbreak as a serious
one ? 2 No! Is it of a nature to justify the fears that are
habitually entertained whenever the pestilence makes its

appearance ? By no means! The present epidemic bears no
resemblance to the ill-omened epidemics of former years.
The characteristic accompaniments of malignant cholera,
such as panic, stampeding en masse, the successive and pro-
gressive contamination of village after village, of palace
and farmhouse alike, the sudden and increasing mortality
in every populous centre, the lugubrious processions towards
the cemeteries, all are absent; nothing whatever has arisen
to threaten the well-being of the beautiful country which
the Nile so abundantly fertilises. The cholera at Damietta
is happily’a benign cholera." Commenting upon the above
Le Progl’&egrave;s M&eacute;clicale 1 says : I I At the time of writing there
are seventeen cases of cholera in Egypt. This is a trifle
when we reflect that some twelve years ago 800 persons used
to be cut off daily by the epidemic which then prevailed, and
that in the course of a single week 40,000 fugitives left
Cairo. Amongst the 1034 cases which have been reported
since the disease made its appearance last October there is not
a single one referring to a European. The native population
alone, badly fed, badly cared for, and badly housed, has been
attacked. The absence of hygiene is solely blamable seeing
that the white inhabitants living under better conditions have
remaind intact. Specimens of water from all the canals
in the vicinity of the contaminated province were recently
analysed at Alexandria, and all were declared to be perfectly
pure, wholesome, and free from noxious germs. The

epidemic is consequently by no means a grave one, and

intending visitors have no reason to be alarmed. It is

nevertheless indispensable that the sanitary commission
should make an end of this inoffensive cholera as soon as

may be and completely, for should one single case be still in
existence in April next, when the great heats are at hand, it
might readily become the source of a widespread calamity
with which it would then be impossible to contend." We
need scarcely inform our readers that the Quarantine Board
so ably presided over by an Englishman, 1VIr. Walter
Mieville, C.M.G., and known officially as the Conseil

Sanitaire, Maritime et Qtcrcrtntencire d’Egypte, has

nothing whatever to do with the internal sanitary
affairs of the country. All that concerns the stamp-
ing out of epidemic disease within the limits of

Egypt itself is in the hands of the Sanitary Adminis-
tration, of which Dr. Rogers Pasha, D.S.O., is the very

1 Jan. 25th, 1896, 1896


